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observed and conversed with enough of eminent
and splendidly cultivated minds; but I assure
you, I Lave heard higher sentiments from the
lips of poor uneducated men and women, when
exerting the spirit of severe yet gentle heroism
under difficulties and afflictions, or speaking their
simple thoughts as to circumstances in the lot of
friends and neighbours, than I ever yet met with
out of the pages of the Bible. We shall never
learn to respect our real calling and destiii}r,
unless we have taught ourselves to consider
everything as moonshine compared with the
education of the heart." This admirable deliver-
ance of Scott's is, so far as it goes, eminently
Wordsworthian; but Wordsworth went higher
and further, striving not only to move the
sympathies of the heart, but to enlarge the
understanding, and exalt and widen the spiritual
vision, all with the aim of leading us towards
firmer and austerer self-control.

Certain favourers of Wordsworth answer our
question with a triumphant affirmative, on the
strength of some ethical, or metaphysical, or
theological system which they believe themselves
to find in him. But is it credible that poets can